
The Neil Armstrong
Scholarship Fund

Neil J. Armstrong was born at Alvinston, 
Ontario, on April 15, 1920. He received his 
education there and at Petrolia, Ontario, where 
he joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
He served in Ontario, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba before transferring to the Royal 
Canadian Air Force in 1943. 

He graduated from pilot training as a com­
missioned officer and was assigned to serve 
as a flying instructor until he was honorably 
discharged in 1945. 

In 1946, he studied at the University of 
Toronto and in 1949 he graduated as an 
Engineer with a major in Geology and 
Geophysics. 

From 1953 to 1969 he was associated with 
Spartan Air Services in Ottawa and became 
the first known helicopter pilot geologist. He 
worked with the Geological Survey of Canada 
on Operations Baker and Thelon in the Barren 
Lands to help map a 100,000 square mile 
area. 

In 1961, he flew the Atlantic Ocean nonstop 
with his friend Max Conrad in a Piper Twin 
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Comanche from Newfoundland to Ireland in 13 
hours. 

Two years later he shared pilot/navigator 
duties with Roy Moore, flying a Piper Aztec 
non-stop across the Pacific Ocean from 
California to Hawaii in 18 hours total. 

In 1964, he was elected president of the 
Canadian Owners and Pilots Association, a 
position he held for three years. 

His continued interest in COPA was a stabi­
lizing factor in the continued success of the 
organization. Armstrong wrote a regular col­
umn about his travels in COPA's Canadian 
Flight magazine from 1972 to 1995. 

He was named to Canada's Aviation Hall of 
Fame in 1973 with the following citation: 

"His combination of piloting ability, technical 
knowledge, navigational skills and dedication 
to purpose, despite adversity, have resulted in 
outstanding benefit to Canadian aviation." 

Neil J. Armstrong was killed November 23, 
1994, when the Twin Otter in which he was a 
passenger crashed into an Antarctic iceberg. 
His son, Corcoran, also died in the crash. 



THE NEIL ARMSTRONG 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 
 

Administered by the Canadian Owners and Pilots Association 
under the COPA Flight Safety Foundation Inc. 

 
 

1. The Neil Armstrong Scholarship Fund was 
first established in April 1995 through contributions 
from friends of Neil Armstrong, COPA members and 
the Canadian aviation community.  Contributions 
are made to the COPA Flight Safety Foundation, 
Neil Armstrong Fund from which a charitable tax 
receipt can be issued. 
 
2. The purpose of the fund is twofold - to 
honour one of Canada's foremost aviation members 
and to provide flight training to worthy young people 
who might not otherwise be able to pursue their love 
of flight and who exemplify the fine character, 
optimism and love of adventure which were 
epitomized by Neil J. Armstrong. 
 
3. The capital assets of the Fund are invested 
to provide income sufficient for the annual 
scholarships, therefore contributions are 
acknowledged and retained on that basis.  Fund 
earnings over and above that required to pay for the 
annual scholarships may be used to cover 
presentation plaques or gifts, to sponsor attendance 
at the awards presentation by winners and a 
representative of the Armstrong family, to increase 
the capital of the fund or to increase the number or 
amount of the awards. 
 
4. The Fund assets and investments shall be 
administered by COPA and will be used  solely for 
the  purposes described in these administrative 
guidelines. 
 
5. Qualified applicants shall be Canadian 
citizens or landed immigrants, not less than 15 
years of age and not more than 21 years of age 
as of March 01 in the year of application.  They 
will be assessed on the following basis-. 
 

* A demonstrated keen interest in flying and 
general aviation in Canada. 
* A proven self-starter, willing to earn their way. 
* Financial need. 
* Participation and demonstrated contributions to 
their community, school as well as leadership 
attributes. 
* Reasonable academic skills as demonstrated 
by scholastic record. 
 
6. There will be a Selection Committee of not 
less than five (5) people, which shall include two (2) 
representatives of the Armstrong family so long as 
they shall be available, a Chair of the Selection 
Committee and the Eastern and Western Vice 
Chairs of the COPA Board of Directors.  In the 
event a member of the Armstrong family also acts 
as Chair, a member “at large” will be nominated to 
ensure an odd (5 member) number of members 
eligible to vote. 
 
7. The Selection Committee will have full and 
final authority to select the winning candidate and to 
instruct COPA to disburse funds in accordance with 
these guidelines.   
 
The principle award each year, provided suitable 
candidates are presented, shall be the “ab-initio” 
award which shall, funds permitting, be of sufficient 
amount to pay the average of flight training costs 
across Canada to obtain a Private Pilots License as 
an ab-initio candidate.  In addition, there shall be 
two awards each year for lesser amounts as 
recommended from time to time by the Committee, 
which shall be not be limited to ab-initio applicants 
and may be used for advanced flight training.  
 
Applicants may be considered eligible for the 
principle ab-initio scholarship award if they meet the 
following criteria-. 



 
(a)  They have met the age, citizenship, and other 
required qualifications of the Neil Armstrong 
scholarships, and, 
 
(b) have not, at the time of application, been 
granted any pilot privileges including, without 
limitation, a Private Pilots License, Recreational 
Pilot License, Ultra Light Pilot Permit or a Soaring / 
Glider License.  (Applicants may however be the 
holder of a student pilot permit), and, 
 
(c) have not, at the time of application, acquired 
more than ten (10) hours of formal flight training.  It 
shall be at the discretion of the Committee to 
consider candidates who otherwise qualify but who 
may have accumulated more than 10 hours flight 
training, particularly if such training has taken place 
over an extended period. 
 
(d) Ab-initio candidates shall not, at the time of 
application, have received or been awarded any 
other flight training scholarship(s), including flight 
training through the Canadian Air Cadet program or 
any other program. 
 
The decision of the Neil Armstrong Scholarship 
Committee shall be final as to qualification and 
eligibility for all awards.  

 
8. Applications must be received the COPA 
head office in Ottawa, Ontario on or before the date 
prescribed.  Notice for applications will be published 
in the COPA newspaper or other selected 
publications, or by circular. 
 
9.  The winning candidates may select a facility 
at which the training is to be taken subject to the 
approval of COPA.  The training facility shall be a 
licensed Flying School or institute with facilities 
satisfactory to the COPA President or his/her 
delegate and shall agree to the terms and 
conditions of the Scholarship. The designated 
Training Facility will normally invoice COPA directly 
for training as it progresses, except that the the 
COPA administrator may issue funds to the training 
facility at the commencement of training to cover 
instructional materials and initial training costs once 
the individual has qualified for flight training 
(medical and student permit).  The Scholarship 
amount is the maximum that will be paid by COPA 
from the fund for the permit, licence or 
endorsement(s) being sought and may not be used 

for any purposes other than those approved in 
Section 11 of these Guidelines.  Unused amounts at 
the completion of training, if any, will remain in the 
Fund for future awards.  The COPA administrator 
may exercise judgment as to whether training can 
be deferred for a reasonable period and which 
courses are eligible for payment under these 
guidelines. 
 
10.   Training should be completed within a 
reasonable period of time, usually one year from 
commencement.  In the event the recipient does not 
make satisfactory progress, or does not conduct 
himself or herself in a manner consistent with the 
standards and objectives of the Fund, COPA shall 
have the right to revoke the award and to cease 
paying any further costs of training.  Progress 
reports from the training facility shall be provided to 
COPA if so requested. 
 
11.   Eligible costs of training will include the 
following-. 
  
         - costs of ground schooling, including books 
and materials for required courses. 
         - costs of instructor time and training 
aircraft. 

- in the case of advanced flight training, 
flight and ground school costs for such 
training or endorsements. 

         
Costs which are not eligible will, without limitation, 
include the following: 
 

- tuition costs at secondary or post 
secondary schools, including colleges and 
universities.  Those seeking assistance with 
such costs should apply to the Scholarship 
and bursary programs usually available 
through those institutions. 
- personal meals or transportation to and 
from the training facility. 
- clothing. 
- aviation equipment or supplies which are 
not required for the program. 

 
COPA shall have final authority to define and 
approve authorized costs or expenditures. 
 
The current deadline for applications to be received 
at COPA headquarters is March 01 of each year.  
The winners should normally be notified on or about 
May 01, of each year.
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Application
The Neil Armstrong Scholarship

Name:___________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________
City/Town:____________________________________ Province:___________ 
Postal Code:_______________________ E-mail: _______________________________________
Telephone Number: ________________________
Age: ______Yrs. Date of Birth:______________________
I meet the criteria for the Ab-initio Scholarship: Yes____ No____

1. Last grade of University/College year completed / Scholastic Achievement:

(Please attach a copy of your final report/grade points for the term above and any other perti­
nent information about your scholastic record to date.) 

2. Describe your aviation training (include permit/licence # if attained) and experience, if any,
to date and/or your interest in aviation, including your plans for the future. 

(Please attach additional sheets as required) 

3. Please provide letters of recommendation from two (2) adult non-relatives in support of
your application. It would be helpful if these referenced your aviation or community work to 
date. One page from each would be sufficient. The full name, address and telephone number 
of each recommender would be appreciated. 

4. Please describe for the Selection Committee in a one-page summary (minimum 500 words)
those personal attributes and aspirations which will make you a competent pilot, an asset to 
aviation and a worthy winner of the Neil Armstrong Scholarship. 

Signed:_________________________________________ Date:__________________________ 

MAIL TO: 

Neil Armstrong Scholarship 

Canadian Owners and Pilots Association 

        71 Bank Street, 7th Floor
                Ottawa, ON 

               K1P 5N2



71 Bank St., 7th Floor, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5N2 
Tel.: 613-236-4901 / Fax: 613-236-8646 

www.copanational.org 

Bringing Dreams to Flight
The Canadian Owners and Pilots 
Association is a membership-driven 
organization that supports and defends 
the right of Canadians to enjoy the 
freedom to fly. 
The idea of forming a non-profit, dem­
ocratically constituted organization to 
represent pilots and aircraft owners in 
Canada was conceived in April, 1952. 
Geographical regions across Canada 
are represented by COPA directors 
who are nominated and elected by 
members. The head office of the 
organization is in Ottawa, Ontario. 
The Canadian Owners and Pilots 
Association represents the collective 
views of pilots and private aircraft operators to all levels and branches of government, to other organiza­
tions and to the public. 
One of COPA's main functions is providing aviation information to its members. In 1954, COPA began 
publishing a monthly COPA Newsletter and a magazine called Canadian Flight. In 1964, COPA started a 
monthly tabloid newspaper called Canadian General Aviation News. For the next 30 years the newspa­
per expanded to become a forum for all general aviation in Canada from ultralight flying to corporate avi­
ation. In 2002, the newspaper, which had become the largest aviation publication in Canada, was 
renamed COPA Flight. 
A network of local chapters of COPA, called COPA Flights, was started in 1964. By 2002, there were 
over 90 COPA Flights fostering recreational aviation in communities across Canada. In 1995, COPA 
Flights became official participants in the Young Eagles Program, an Experimental Aircraft Association 
initiative to offer youngsters age 8 to 17 an aviation experience including a flight. 
The COPA Flight Safety Foundation, funded by member donations, is established to assist the promo­
tion of pilot safety through seminars and a Flight Safety Bulletin published in Canadian Flight. 
The COPA Special Action Fund, established in the late 1970s by long-time COPA president Russ 
Beach, is also funded by member donations. In 1997, the fund topped $1 million. 
COPA maintains a system of annual awards to recognize excellence in aviation in Canada. 
COPA holds an annual convention and general meeting giving members an opportunity to get together, 
learn more about aviation and to provide feedback directly to the association's directors. This format is 
repeated at regional Spring safety fly-ins events called COPA Rust Removers. 

COPA - The Recognized Voice of General Aviation in Canada




